
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                             February 10, 2019 
  
ORDINARY  TIME - FIFTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 165 [When in the Night I Meditate] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, I have always thought that if I led a religious life, 
a life where I deliberately sought to be related to you, I would feel 
things like confident, competent, together and focused, feelings I 
would like to have.  I rarely have those feelings.  More commonly, 
I feel things like insecure, doubtful and scattered.  Based on this I 
conclude that my life is not very religious.  I seem to think of you 
as helping me have the feelings I want rather than actually have.  I 
come to you to disconnect me rather than connect me, to remove 
me rather than immerse me.  I realize I have misunderstood you.  
You are the awareness that connects me to and immerses me in 
the feelings I am actually having, and you bring me this awareness 
in an attempt to demonstrate to me that I am not alone—by 
having the awareness of what I am actually feeling I am being 
companioned by you.  It is not that I need to relate to you for me 
to have a religious life…I need simply to keep in mind that you are 
relating to me, always.  Help me to see the humor in this—the 
sign that my life is religious is my having the feelings that I use to 
tell myself I am not religious. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 5:1-11 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 393 [Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 342 [By Gracious Powers] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
MONDAY    1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for February 17, 2019 
Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26 
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Ordinary Time, 5th Sunday after Epiphany - Luke 5:1-11 
 In this text Jesus calls the first of his disciples. I was raised with 
the idea that anyone and everyone could be a disciple, a “learner,” 
in the sense that anyone could learn to walk in the world the way 
Jesus did. The content a person would learn was ethical, a way of 
relating and interacting which could be summed up by the word 
“righteous” in the best sense of that word. It was understood that 
this was the best way to live, and the implication was that if you 
were a disciple you were better than other people who had not 
chosen to be one. 
 I have come to understand that almost everything about this is 
inadequate and lacking. I think God chooses disciples in the sense 
that people are made ready to be one. Being a disciple is ultimately 
about how we behave, but initially and primarily it is about 
awareness and consciousness, particularly with regard to oneself. I 
think God teaches people to be disciples: teaches them about their 
interior, about the content of their own unconscious, and about 
how to be receptive to the uploading of their unconscious into 
awareness. Disciples are taught to cooperate with the expansion of 
their own perceptual net as they are taught to recognize and 
interpret elements of their own life more accurately and 
compassionately. They are then taught to integrate and assimilate 
what they have learned into the way they relate. 
 Disciples are not better than other people; they are different. 
Their minds work differently. They are not as focused as most 
people on fidelity to what they inherited from whoever raised them 
because their efforts to do so are interrupted by what comes from 
their unconscious. In that sense they are not generally winners in 
the eyes of the world because they are compromised by their own 
interiority. Disciples are righteous in the sense that they are human. 
 I think a person has to be out of their mind to choose to be a 
disciple, and the reason they make that choice is because they have 
been awakened to the truth that they are already are out of their 
mind, the common mind. Being a disciple is like being the point 
person in an incursion into enemy territory in the war between 
consciousness and unconsciousness. One encounters a lot of 
hostility.                 [Jim Robie, 2-8-19] 
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Ordinary Time – 5th Sunday after Epiphany – Luke 5:1-11 
 This text is Luke’s account of the calling of the first disciples. We 
are going to internalize the story so that it will be describing 
something that happens in our interior. When we do this, we will 
treat the elements of the narrative as metaphors for different 
components of our interior life: the “lake” as a metaphor for the 
unconscious; “fishing” as a metaphor for the act of looking for and 
paying attention to the thoughts, feelings, perceptions and images 
that enter our awareness, particularly when they are not 
customary for us; the “boat” as a metaphor for our ego, the 
psychological function of moderating the tensions between our 
conscious life, what resides in our unconscious, and the realities 
and demands of our environment; the “net” as a metaphor for our 
perceptual net, the ability of the human mind to recognize and 
interpret elements in our world as meaningful and then to retain 
them; and “Jesus” as a metaphor for the way God interacts with us. 
 To begin: Why did Jesus choose the people he chose to be 
disciples? I believe mostly we think the choosing was random, and 
that he could have chosen any 12 people. I suggest that he chose 
deliberately, and for specific reasons: the people he chose had a 
heightened propensity for “fishing.” Are all people capable of 
“fishing?” Probably; and, the ability to fish, or the capacity to 
develop the skill, is not the same in all people. My observation is 
that while fishing is an inclination built into everyone, an inclination 
which can be developed and elaborated, some people can fish 
more easily than others. I think God intends that there will always 
be people who can fish because people who fish are a means 
whereby the human race stays connected to its own reality and 
counters the tendency to be carried away by idealism. To that end, 
I believe there will always be people for whom fishing is a way of 
life, a passion actually, something about which they have little 
choice. Fishing is what they do in life; it is their natural tendency, 
their disposition. And, all of us are called to fish, however well we 
do it. 
 Fishing is not a category we usually use in understanding 
discipleship. Discipleship is usually understood in terms of 
behavior, doing good deeds, which is not wrong, only too limiting. 

Discipleship is listening to what is brought from the unconscious 
into awareness, and then considering how to incorporate what has 
been disclosed into the way we interact with others and ourselves. 
It involves the listening, and the considering, as well as the enacting; 
it is not only about behaving. 
 Jesus says to Simon: “Put out into the deep water and let down 
your nets for a catch.” (Luke 5:4, NRSV) It may be that God offers 
these words to everyone, but I do not think they are communicated 
to everyone in the sense of received by everyone. I think this is 
communicated to/received by those who can do it. Simon has 
already been out fishing because that is what he does; and then he 
is moved to make a further attempt. When we are engaged by 
something in our life, we listen within for insight as to how to 
proceed, and if we come up empty, we retire and rest. After we 
have made our best effort, we will find that God is that still small 
voice that asks us to look again, only not for something specifically 
related to what has engaged us, but just to be attentive, to be 
receptive and open to what comes our way. 
 The change that comes about by way of this attending is a change 
to our perceptual net—it begins to “break” (the Greek means “to 
tear asunder”) in that it is enlarged; that is, we begin to recognize 
what we could not see before, and to see the meaning in things that 
had no meaning before. As in the text, I think taking in and 
assimilating what has been caught is a communal event; that is, it is 
done with the help of others. 
 As a consequence of what is being disclosed our ego is stressed 
by the added depth of perception and the need to incorporate new 
information. However, our ego is not overwhelmed and does not 
cease to function. It is more disoriented, something we experience 
as a time of uncertainty or ambiguity. Time is required to assimilate 
and integrate what has been caught [the Greek is better here, “to 
embrace and become subject to” what has been apprehended]. We 
are often “amazed” at the disclosures that come to us as we learn 
to be receptive. The Greek word translated as “amazed” is a word 
meaning “stupefaction,” which means: “to be unable to think or feel 
properly.” Our perceptual net is enlarged by what rises from the 
unconscious and we are no longer able to remain in the thought-



world we inherited, so a period of time is needed for our thought-
world to integrate its new content. 
 The way the NRSV translates Simon’s reaction is perplexing: “Go 
away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” The word translated as 
“go away” is a Greek verb meaning “to issue,” and can also be 
translated as “accompany, appear, come, enter, and grow.” I think 
a better understanding of Simon’s response is to say he realized 
that when he was fishing on his own he had “missed the mark, and 
did not have the prize” (the meaning of the word translated as 
“sinful”) and he was asking for more of the kind of expansion he 
had just experienced. I do not think Simon was remorseful as much 
as he was enlightened. I think this understanding is more likely to 
be the one we have as we realize how useful material from our 
unconscious turns out to be. Seeing the long-term value, we will 
probably say something like: “accompany me, appear in me, bring 
more to me, come to me, or enter me.” 
 When Jesus says to Simon “Do not be afraid…” the word 
translated as “afraid” is a word meaning “to be afraid” or “to be 
alarmed,” and can also mean “to be in awe of” or “to revere.” I 
think what Jesus meant was something like “don’t get too excited 
or worked up” about what you have just experienced, because 
“from now on you will be catching people.” That is, we often get 
nostalgic or romantic about this idea of catching people, and 
thereby miss the intensity of it. The word translated as 
“catch/catching” is a Greek word meaning “to take alive (make a 
prisoner of war), i.e. (figuratively) to capture or ensnare.” The edge 
in this is perhaps best stated in the word “ensnare”: “to catch or 
trap in a snare; to trap or gain power over someone by dishonest 
or underhanded means.” I think what is being described here is 
hooking someone by helping them realize how much aliveness 
comes through the disclosures that come to them from their 
unconscious. We make the effort to capture/ensnare their 
attention or even their imagination by the realization that they are 
much more than they were taught and believe they are, and there 
is more life by opening to the uploading of the unconscious. I think 
the devious or “underhanded” aspect of this lies in the reality that 
what comes from the unconscious is initially relieving in that it 

clarifies something we are wrestling with, and it makes us happy. 
However, ultimately what comes from the unconscious is not about 
happiness, but about aliveness, and the vitality and growing-pains 
that come with it. 
 The aliveness that comes from the integration of the 
unconscious is something that we will want more of and also will 
want to share, and we will let our attachment to anything else slip 
away so that we can journey in this way [the reference here is to 
verse 11: “…they left everything and followed him”]. 

[Jim Robie, 2-8-19, Ordinary Time, Cycle C, 5th after Epiphany, Luke 5:1-11] 


